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Model Railroad
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Front Cover: A mixed freight and passen-
ger local pulls out of Franklin on George
Sellios’ Franklin & South Manchester.
George has been busy making changes
and updates to his well-known layout,
and the MRH staff got a chance to visit
with George and learn what’s behind
these changes.

ISSN 2152-7423

Editorial Staff
Joe D. Fugate, Publisher
Charlie Comstock, Layouts and media editor

Columnists

Ryan Andersen, New media

Richard Bale, News and events

John Drye, N scale

Lew Matt, Narrow gauge and shortlines
Marty McGuirk, Prototype modeling
Tim Warris, Trackwork

Special Correspondents
Jim Duncan, Layouts and operations
Byron Henderson, Layouts and track planning

Production

Patty Fugate, pasteup and layout
Joe Brugger, copy editing

Mike Dodd, copy editing

Technical Assistant
Jeff Shultz

Advertising Account Manager
Les Halmos

ACCH LITES,
e

BLMA,

Click to learn more
about this sponsor

Click to learn more
about this sponsor

BPL .

| BRASSWORKS |
hS -

i

Click to learn more
about this sponsor

iy B | A
O ANT | | | g BT

Click to learn more
about this sponsor

Click to learn more
about this sponsor

. =
. insialied e
L

Dieia%

5 T A T [ & N

Click to learn more
about this sponsor

s

Click to learn more
about this sponsor

Click to learn more
about this sponsor

Click to learn more
about this sponsor

Click to learn more
about this sponsor

Click to learn more
about this sponsor

“Follow as the build umfolds”

Modeler'sGuild

Click to learn more
about this sponsor

Click to learn more
about this sponsor

RAPI

TRAIMS INC.

———v-

o

S,

e 0 S )
The &/ G
Scotty Mason Show

SIGNATURE LRESS

Click to learn more
about this sponsor

Click to learn more
about this sponsor

Sponsoring Advertisers - Visit them and say:

Click to learn more
about this sponsor

Click to learn more
about this sponsor

Click to learn more
about this sponsor

Click to learn more
about this sponsor

Click to learn more
about this sponsor

TCH
TECHNOLDGY

Click to learn more
about this sponsor

Click to learn more
about this sponsor

Micro-Mark

TRAINS, TOOLS, ACCESSORIES &
SCRATCH BUILDERS® SUPPLIES
AT DNSCOUNT PRIGES!
Click to learn more
about this sponsor

Railrnadl{!i‘s

aLrug -3

Click to learn more
about this sponsor

T=

Click to learn more
about this sponsor

“Thanks for bringing me MRH completely free.”

Your logo could be on this page, putting your web site just
one click away from tens of thousands* of readers!

Our click tracking indicates sponsoring advertisers get up to double the clicks ...

Click here to learn how to become a sponsoring advertiser.

* Our oldest issue, released in January 2009, has now had 45,000 downloads — and continues to get hundreds of new downloads per
month even now. Sponsoring advertisers who've been with us since issue 1 are still getting clicks from all our back issues, from their
logo on our web site, as well from as our current issue. A sponsoring ad with MRH is truly an investment in growing your business.
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MANHAL THRNOHT CONTROL

{) Inexpensive

{3} Integrated Control Rod Mount

{3 Automdtic Power Routing

{3 Full Selection Of Supporting Products You Asselmble It
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FAST TRACKS

Order online now at:
www.fast-tracks.net/bulifrog
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Digitrax UT4D Duplex Equipped
Utility Throttles

Select, Run and Dispatch
Without Plugging In!

Shipping Now! The UT4D 1s the latest in

the UT4 series of Digitrax Utility Throttles.
Operators from around the world asked for a
simple to use, affordable throttle with intuitive
operation & rock solid design. Based on
operator mput, Digitrax created the UT4 throttles.

UT4D 1s Duplex Equipped to work with the
UR92 Duplex Transceiver. It can also be used as

a walk around throttle with UPS5 or as InfraRed
with any Digitrax InfraRed Rece1ver.

For UT4 & UT4R upgrade information visit
www.digitrax.com/ut4upgrades

Digitrax, Inc. 2443 Transmitter Road, Panama City, FL 32404

% -. S ‘
UT4D 31350 .mﬂrp 3 ot Phone 850 872-9890 / Fax 850 872-9557 www.digitrax.com
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About the
Publisher

Joe Fugate is the featured
expert in many Model-Trains-
Video.com videos, and

he’s also the founder and
publisher of Model Railroad
Hobbyist Magazine.

To learn more about Joe,
click here.
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PUBLISHER'S EDITORIAL: Turn a small project into a large project, part 2

Musings from the MRH founder

Reader
Feedback

(click here)

>

As you read last issue,
my staging turnout re-
placement project went
really bad ...

ow that | had found the mys-

tery short in staging — a stray

metal wheel wedged between
the closure rails of a turnout — | still had
the problem of no turnouts on the west
(Eugene) end of my staging yard.

| started this whole project because |
wanted to replace the poorly perform-
ing commercial turnouts on my west
staging ladder with spot-on-NMRA-
spec jig-built turnouts?.

Even though | know better, my big mis-
take was not checking these turnouts
for shorts before | installed them.

Out of frustration from making such a
foolish oversight, | hastily stuck a putty
knife under the turnouts | had just fas-
tened down and ripped them up out of

the caulk without much care.

1 My “poor man’s” jig approach uses Central Val-
ley turnout ties strips to get much-improved turn-

outs that are spot-on the NMRA RP dimensions for
HO turnouts. | show how I build these turnouts on
my Siskiyou Line web site.

Checking for shorts in my jig-built turnouts is the one vital step | missed
in this project, so | made very sure to check the turnouts for shorts the
second time around! | use a volt-ohm meter set on continuity - if there’s a
short, it emits a loud beep.

| figured the turnouts were a total loss
so | was not especially careful in pull-
ing them up with the putty knife. They
came up easy enough, but | expected to
just start over and build new turnouts.

Imagine my surprise when | later ex-
amined these turnouts and saw they
had survived the whole ordeal amaz-
ingly well. This is a real testimony to
the ruggedness of turnouts built using
these methods!

I’m now even more certain that build-
ing turnouts using PC ties to fasten the
rails down is the way to go!

In the photo above, I’'m checking my
one curved turnout for shorts. As a
result of this test, | found at least two
different PC ties where | had failed to
cut the proper gaps in the copper foil. |
unsoldered the PC ties, cut the proper
foil gaps, and resoldered the rails.

In effect, | had the perfect storm sce-
nario in my staging. Not only were these
turnouts full of shorts, but | had a mys-
tery short on the other end of staging as
well from a stray metal wheel!

To add insult to injury on this project,
| also skipped a crucial step in making
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changes to trackwork. | typically check
the trackwork first by turning on the
layout power and ensuring | have no
shorts or wiring problems.

Then if | introduce a short while in-
stalling new trackwork, there’s no
guestion where it is.

But | didn’t do that this time because |
got cocky.

Shame on me.

| am happy to report, however, that
I’m able to salvage all the turnouts |
ripped up and will soon have the west
end of staging in operation again.

As you can see from this nightmare
scenario, even experienced modelers
can make a mistake. For crying out
loud, I’'ve been in the hobby for 40
years - but did that protect me from
doing something stupid?

Not in the least.

One of the things | have learned over
the years is to not fear making mis-
takes. In fact, you should welcome
mistakes.

While making mistakes is never fun,
it’s how we learn. One of the defini-
sions of an expert is they’ve made
more mistakes in a given craft than
other people.

Did you ever think of that?

Do you want to become an expert
modeler? Then go do some model
railroading and make mistakes.

Page 12 ¢ Issue 6 * Mar/Apr 2010

‘“AS you can see
from this nightmare
scenario, even
experienced
modelers can make
a mistake. For
crying out loud, P’ve
been in the hobby
for 40 years ...”

When you do make mistakes on
something (and you will make several
if you’ve never done it much before),
don’t let it discourage you.

Just say to yourself, “One more step
to becoming an expert!”

Hanging out on model railroading fo-

rums can be useful because you hear

about other people’s mistakes, so you
don’t have to make them yourself.

Learning really comes both from your
own mistakes and from hearing about
other’s mistakes, so we can all hope-
fully avoid that one ourselves.

| like the Layout Design Special Inter-
est Group’s motto, “make only new
mistakes”.

Too bad | wasn’t paying closer atten-
tion to that motto on this project,

aye’? 7|
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Model Railroad Hobbyist
Hobby Marketplace

MODEL RAILROAD TIPS Reach well over 25,000

‘ modelers with your text-only
Have an article you ad on this page for as little
just can’t seem to get _ as $15 per issue.
published? Submit it to " lﬁ,
ModelRailroadTips.com Learn the details here. <==>
today!

Home to 100% free online
and PDF articles. Upload an
article online, and we’ll take
care of the PDF file for you.

Berrett Hill Trains

Custom Layouts and Modules

www.berretthill.com

*  Shop built sections delivered and set up. Move
vour layout whenever you want to.

*  Built to any level of completion: bench-work,
SHEI-FTRAX fl'.ll]'-. WTLTEE, OF SCCNCTY,
If you are looking for a great
way to display your N, HO and

O trains, try grooved ShelfTrax.

*  Design for dramatic scenery s our specialry.

* CAD design tor precise nack placement and grades.

*  Wiring for AC, DC, or DCC, All sections mate
with universal hamess plugs. A

*  Serving the eastern US, é

Attaches to the wall without

brackets.

See ns at the Grear Scale Model Train Shows,

e

Learn more at www.shelftrax.com

LBH Custom Model
Railroads

Layout Design and
Construction Services

For more information Iﬁ
visit our website: <>
www.lbhmodelrailroads.com
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Notes from the MRH Staff

Building issues on a
bimonthly schedule, have
MRH tutor you, and more ...

Reader
Feedback

(click here)

s we move to our bimonthly
production schedule, we're
streamlining things so we can

crank out issues 30 percent faster.

o,

For one thing, we’re focusing more
on deadlines. That means if a particu-
lar column or article is ready by the
deadline, then great, it goes in that
issue. Otherwise, it’s in the next issue.

In practical terms, that means each
issue will probably be a little smaller
than the quarterly issues. However,
over the course of a year you'll get
more total pages of content than you
got when we were quarterly.

And more frequent issues means you'll
generally get content 30% faster.

But if smaller issues are a problem for
you, | suppose you could always ask
for your money back ...

MRH University?

Would you like the MRH staff to help
you with your next modeling project?

We're entertaining this idea, and if
having seasoned modelers teach you
how to do some part of the hobby,
then maybe we can help.

The idea is you would hire us to be
your personal tutor for a certain proj-
ect, and then we would work together
via the internet, webcasts, even visits
to your location to help you with your
project. If that sounds like something
you'd like to explore, then contact us
and let’s discuss it.

We can only offer this in a limited way
since we do have constraints on our
time (like producing a magazine).

It’s first come, first serve.

Bonus downloads

Make sure you check out the bonus
downloads for this issue. The goodies
include:

B Free Fast Clock Program (Adobe
AIR, which runs on Macs and Linux
as well as PCs).

B DVD quality video of most videos in
this issue.

B You can also get access to the bo-
nus goodies from previous issues
through the bonus download link.

Note that the bonus downloads are
only good for the first 30 days after an
issue release. We do the bonus down-
loads to encourage early downloading
of each issue. If you wait too long to
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download an issue, you’ll miss out —so  the article isn’t a topic we want to
don’t procrastinate! cover in the manner the author has
approached it.

If you want to increase your odds that Free for the first 30 days after issue release
we’ll accept your article, first send us a (After April 5, 2010, these extras will no longer be available)
Now that we’re on a bimonthly sched-  query via this link on our web site.

ule, we need more article submissions = Free Fast CIOCk program

We will respond within a week or two
than ever. _ _ ,
and let you know if your idea is some-

It’s also worth saying up front that thing we would be interested in. We'll O DVD-quaIity versions of this issue’s videos

acceptance is not guaranteed. We often also give you some guidelines as
reject article submissions too. As the to approach

buyer, we are the customer in this ' = Special money-saving advertiser coupon codes
Packaging up your article: When you

put your article together to submit to \

Issue 6 Bonus Downloads!

Write for us

transaction. As they say, the customer

(us in this case) is always right.
us, here’s a checklist of things to do:
The most common reason for reject-

ing a submission is poor photography. B Include your full name and email ' Click here to access
The second most common reason is address in the article text. You

Everything you need to know about model building in

one great How-To resource...the Micro-Mark catalog!

More than 2,750 name-brand
and hard-to-find tools, trains
and supplies, plus tips, techniques £
and more...all designed to help |
you complete your hobby projects
in less time with more satisfying,
professional results!

Micro-Mark

Page 15 * Issue 6 » Mar/Apr 2010 - \IRH Staff Notes, page 2 Visit Micro-Mark web site Tell a friend ... Contents Index 4 )

icro-

mnwmmmwmm
ey

|
To0oL sPECIALISTS

»
Pl |

1

. w. Gafalagl <)

Berkeley Heights, New Jersey 07922 Click here and

enter code BAS

1-800-225-1066


http://model-railroad-hobbyist.com/assets/media/mrh6-std/Extras.php
http://model-railroad-hobbyist.com/contact/Article_query
http://www.model-trains-universe.com/cheker/cheker.php?idmk=364
http://model-railroad-hobbyist.com/tellafriend
http://model-railroad-hobbyist.com/tellafriend
http://www.model-trains-universe.com/cheker/cheker.php?idmk=364

would be surprised how many sub-
missions we get without this infor-
mation!

M Include captions for all photos, dia-
grams, drawings, tables, and videos
as a separate document.

B Include a version of your document
that has the images and diagrams
inline in the text if you like, but also
give us a text-only version of your
article.

W Write us a short bio about yourself
and your hobby interests. Include a
recent photo.

We prefer the Microsoft Word format
for documents. For images, send us

3 H_-

& ACOU UTES, ine

2-3 megapixel jpgs at least 1800 x 1200
pixels.

If you don’t have a copy of Microsoft
Word or Office, you can download a
free copy of Open Office here. Open
Office reads and writes Microsoft
Office formatted files.

For drawings or diagrams, contact us
and we’ll give you some guideance
how to produce them for publication
with us.

Promoting MRH

As we mentioned last issue, we’re
looking for volunteers to help promote
MRH at various shows in 2010.

We're attending these shows in force
ourselves:

B Amherst Show (Springfield, MA) -
January 30-31, 2010 ... click here
to see our video report from this
show!

B NMRA National Convention
(Milwaukee, WI) - July 11-18, 2010

B National Narrow Gauge
Convention (St. Loius, MO) —
September 1-4, 2010

B Craftsman Structure Show
(Mansfield, MA) — November 10-13,
2010

If you’d like to help, first we’re looking
for local volunteers to help us at any
of the above shows.

m DCC Specialists
m Digitrax-NCE-LENZ-Soundtraxx
m TCS-QSI Solutions-RR CirKits

For any shows we’re not attending,
we’re looking for some level of help
promoting MRH. For example:

B Put flyers and CDs out on the free
handouts table.

MW Help staff a table. More on this
below.

M Help us get flyers and CDs in the
registrant bags (if the event has
such things)

If you’re willing to help staff a table,
we’ll pay for the table and pay the
entry fee for you and any reliable vol-
unteers you can get to help spell you
at the table.

We'll give you an official MRH shirt to
wear at the event (yours to keep),

We are an Authorized Walthers and Digitrax Dealer
We offer 20% off the MSRP on ALL Walthers Catalog Items!

CLICK TO LEARN MORE:
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we’ll send you promotional materi-
als, and provide guidelines on how to
promote us.

Just click here if you're interested in
helping out at a show!

Apple iPad

By now most of you tech types have
seen Apples announcement of their
new iPad. It’s a full color personal
media reader that’s very thin and por-
table, but it’s a near 8x10 page size and
a battery life of up to 10 hours. The
price starts at $499.

We've felt for a while that the per-
sonal media reader market is about to

Issue 6 » Mar/Apr 2010 - VIRH Staff Notes, page 4
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explode with devices that make it very
easy and convenient to read things like
Model Railroad Hobbyist magazine in
your easy chair, or at the layout when
you’re doing a project.

Amazon’s had their Kindle for over a
year now, but it’s been more of a paper-
back novel size. Plus we find the Kindle’s
black and white screen better suited to
reading fiction books.

DCC Systems - DCC Decoders
DCC + Sound Installations

Magazines need a larger full-color inter-
face, and of course MRH also benefits
from internet connectivity and the abil-
ity to play back video content.

Also offering quality
model trains and model
railroading accessories In
HO & N Scale!

—\ P SOUNDTRA
'D\_I)G\!I'r\‘_:lfx ?ﬁ&iﬂﬁm*ﬁfﬂﬁﬁ DCC \K
Ma.

InTeERMOUNTAIN
RALWAY €O~

The Apple iPad is the first device that
finally has these capabilities all in a
single lightweight “pad of paper” elec-
tronic device.

Rumor has it Google is also
working on such a device,

along with other firms you
may not have heard of like

Que.

We believe this is the next
wave that’s going to continue
shaking up the paper publish-
ing business and accelerate
the widespread transfor-
mation to epublishing.

EREXACTRAIL

AUTHORIZED DEALER

Newspapers and maga-
zines have been feeling
the pinch from the inter-
net for some time now.

CLICK HERE
TO VISIT OUR WEBSITE!

We’ll be getting an iPad
this April and demoing
MRH at shows. The iPad
memory will allow you to
keep several decades of
eZines at your fingertips! M

DCCinstalled.com
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Feedback
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ceurall (www.accurail.com)
A[ﬁ@@ released a hewly-toclee

HO scale ofiset-sicde hoppear
car decoratee for Pittsburgh & West

Vinginia. The car is paintee black
with white graphics.

Accurail has alse released hew
decorating schemes on several
acditional rreight cars inclucing &
SLSE/Frisco 4i-teet steel gondolas
8 white Seo Line ACE center-flow
covered-hepper with black, grean
and yellow graphics; & Western
Pacific 40-foet steel bexear with
silver ane black graphics; an
Aflantic Coast Line 40-foet double-
eoeor steel bexecar ane & Northern
Paciiic 30-foet double-cloer steel

bexcar with white, black ane red
graphiecs.

Alse new this month Is & Canadian
National 89-foct partially-ecnclosed
bi-level auto-rack car palntee black
with white graphics and silver
panels.

s we promised last menth,

here are more details on
several HO scale reacy=to-run
frefght cars coming (from Athearn
(www.athearn.com) ¢his summer:
The group incluees 40-foot steel
bexecars with Youngstewn coors
cecorated for Pacific Great
Eastern, Susguehanna, UP and
Wabash; 50-foet steel bexecars
with Youngstown cdoors tor UP
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(orange body, black lettering, red,
white and blue shield), UP (yellow
body with “We Can Handle It” slogan
and a red, white and blue UP shield),
MP, USEX/Canfor (with “From The
Forests of Western Canada” slogan);
an FMC-4700 covered-hopper
decorated for CAGX/UP, Mid lowa,
Percivil and Val-U-High; and a cupola-
style steel caboose decorated for
D&RGW, T&P, Wabash, and USMC
Camp Pendleton (in Desert Storm
camouflage). All of the above items
are tentatively scheduled to go to
dealers in May.

Two items are also due

from Athearn in May including a
bay-window caboose decorated for
Southern Pacific, SSW/Cotton Belt,
Norfolk Southern and CSX (Operation
Redblock scheme with light blue body
and hash-mark safety frame in yellow
and dark blue). Also a PS2-2600 two-
bay covered-hopper for CSX (patch),
L&N-Family Lines, Detroit Toledo

& lronton, MKT/BKTY, Grand Trunk
Western and Montana Rail Link.

Athearn has scheduled a June
delivery for a series of

Ethanol tank cars decorated for NATX
(in 7 different road numbers), UTLX
(10 road numbers), and TILX (7 road
numbers).

Bachmann (www.bachmanntrains.
com) has been showing
preliminary samples of its HO scale
new Peter Witt street cars at some
of the recent winter shows. First

up will be models of the Cleveland

and Toronto cars with the O scale
versions expected in May.

To avoid the possibility of future
supply problems, Blackstone
(www.blackstonemodels.com) is
designing a different motor and
gear-head arrangement for the next
production run of Hon3 scale K-27
locomotives. That’s welcome news
to current Mudhen owners who have
had difficulty finding replacement
motors, since the new gear-head
and motor can be used as a retrofit
on locomotives from the original
run. For additional details visit their
website above.

LMA Models (www.blmamodels.

com) has released an ACF 89-
foot class F89-J flat car in both HO
and . The initial run of the 40-
year old prototype will be decorated
in 1990s-era RTTX schemes with six
different road numbers.

Built by American Car & Foundry
from 1966 through 1968, the
prototype cars were designed to
carry three 28-foot trailers or two
45-foot trailers. We concur with
MRH staff member Jeff Shultz who
posted on his blog, “It’s been good
recently for HO scale flatcar and
Intermodal modelers - with the
Atlas, Athearn, BLMA, and Walther’s
piggyback flat cars, in addition to
the various spine and well-cars.
Intermodal modelers are going to
enjoy an embarrassment of riches.”

mong the newest items from
ExactRail (www.exactrail.com)
are two fully-assembled ready-to-
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FIGURE 1: Atlas (www.atlasrr.com) is working on a series of wood billboard-
style refers displaying a variety of beer brands including Old Heidelberg,
Schlitz, Blatz Beer, Karlsbrau Beer and Schmidt’s. A 36-foot truss-rod car
will be used for the HO scale billboard refers while the cars will be
40-foot in length. The billboard refers are due in August.

A look at the Atlas production schedule shows the new HO scale GP-39-2
Phase 2 diesel arriving in October. Priced at under $100, the economical
Trainman series locomotive features a five-pole skewed-armature motor
with dual flywheels, locating dimples for mounting grab irons, Accumate
couplers, an NMRA 8-pin plug for DCC and a 2,600 or 3,600 gallon fuel
tank appropriate to the prototype road.

New decorating schemes for Atlas’ GP38-2 diesel include BNSF,
CN-GTW, CSX, Delaware & Hudson, Durham Southern, Penn Central, Soo
Line and Union Pacific. Several undecorated models will be in the release
including units with and without dynamic brake housings, with a split
radiator and no dynamic brakes, and with an extended-range dynamic brake
housing. All of the GP38-2s should be ready by August.

In response to several inquiries regarding the National Steel coil car, Atlas
announced last summer, we can report that, despite some minor delays, the
HO scale project is very much alive. Although specific dates have not been
released, test shots from the new tooling could be ready for review within
the next few weeks.

roll cars including an Thrall
3564 gondola and an HO scale PS-
2CD covered hopper car. The 3564
gondola is painted and lettered for
NOKL, TTX, SP, CP, CSXT and BNSF.
Features of the PS-2CD include an
etched-metal running board and
Kadee #58 couplers. Roadnames on
the initial run include Milwaukee
Road, Chessie System (with Western
Maryland reporting marks),
Continental (with TLDX reporting
marks) and Burlington Northern.

I n response to the rapid sell-through
of its HO scale ARMN R-70-2
refrigerator cars, InterMountain
Railway is now taking reservations
for another run of the refers with
delivery expected late this summer.
Meanwhile, the company is preparing
tooling for an version of the
same car. For more details including
reservation information visit www.
imrcmodels.com.

ew HO scale cars coming from
Kadee Quality Products (www.

Scale Color Key:
Z scale news

N scale news

HO scale news

S scale news

O scale news

G scale news

kadee.com) in April include a Seaboard
Air Line 40-foot boxcar #25645 with an
8-foot door and GTW 40-foot boxcar
#516869 also with an 8-foot door.

The 1957-built GTW car features a
galvanized roof and will be decorated
in factory-fresh red oxide paint.

Last year Kadee introduced a
split-bolster truck with equalizing
characteristics comparable to a
fully-sprung truck. Following on

that success, Kadee has designed
four new HO scale trucks with split-
bolsters. Two of the new models will
be available with either rib-back or
smooth-back wheel sets.

The new units are an Arch Bar truck
with rib-back wheels (#561), a 50-
ton A.S.F. A-3 Ride-Control truck
(#562 with smooth-back wheels,
#563 with rib-back wheels), and a
50-ton Bettendorf-type truck (#564
with smooth-back wheels, #565 with
rib-back wheels). Also a new 70-ton
Barber S2-B friction-bearing truck
(#566 with smooth-back wheels only)
which will be introduced on a soon-
to-be announced 50-foot PS-1 boxcar.

2FQ Publications (www.
maine2footquarterly.com)
has a new 21-page electronic book

Reader

Feedback
(click here)

-

We try to make it really easy for you
to leave us feedback. Please click the
button below and tell us how we’re
doing: good, bad, or otherwise.
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that features drawings and photos
of WW&F Weeks Mill Tank. Some of
the drawings by Elsworth Gray were
previously published in Maine 2-Foot
Quarterly. Priced at $12, publisher
Gary Kohler says buyers who

order direct will receive any future
updates, revisions or new photos at
no additional cost. For more details
contact Gary at the above web site.

M oloco has announced the
availability of several new HO
scale freight car parts including car
cushioning and non-cushioned draft
gear for sliding sills based on ACF,
Evans/USRE, FGE, NACC, PCF and

PS prototypes. For full details visit
the company’s web site at www.
molocotrains.com.

mokey Mountain Model Works

is developing an HO scale kit for a
Southern Railway 6000 series 50-foot
gondola with a tentative release date
of mid-April.

I A

Traminnd

The prototype cars were built in
1953 and saw revenue service into
the 1980s and MOW service for an
additional ten years.

The urethane kit will include a 1-piece
body with a separate underframe,
hidden brass weight, decals,
miscellaneous detail parts, a pair of
Kadee #58 couplers and appropriate
trucks. Detailed step-by-step instruction
will be supplied on a mini CD.

Orders are being taken now at www.
smokymountainmodelworks.com.

Rio Grande Models (www.
riograndemodels.com) has

an HOnN3 kit for a D&RGW series

4000 boxcar. The craftsman-style

kit is composed of laser-cut body
components, a plastic roof, white
metal castings, Grandt Line detail
parts, decals and Blackstone trucks.
The kit can be ordered direct from the
above web site at $30 plus shipping.

Continued on page 24 ...

HOOKER

FIGURE 2: Atlas O (www.atlaso.com) has scheduled a late summer arrival

date for several new O scale cars including a 53-foot Evans double plug-
door box car for Boston & Maine, British Columbia, lllinois Central (above
left), Chicago & North Western, Wisconsin & Southern (American flag) and
lllinois Terminal. Also an 11,000 gallon tank car for Hooker-Niagra Falls
(above right), Cities Service, Lion Oil, Shamrock, Calor and Skelly Oil. An
undecorated tank car will be included in the run.

CRAI

A e o ol ——

FIGURE 3: Bowser (www.bowser-trains.com) will release it's Alco Century
C-630M late this year decorated in the livery of several different Canadian
lines. The initial run of the HO scale diesels will include Canadian Pacific
and BC Rail, as shown above, as well as CN (red nose, black & white hash
stripes), CP Rail (red-body), and BC Rail (gray over black). The diesels are
from Bowser’s upscale Executive Line and will be available for straight DC
at $170 or with Soundtraxx Tsunami Sound and two speakers at $270.

Other features include Dofasco trucks with all-wheel pick-up, 8-pin NMRA
plug (DCC-ready), working ditch lights, photo-etched radiator walkway and
windshield wipers, brass MU hoses and air line, and an extra heavy frame.
Selected features appropriate to individual roads include location of bell,
fuel tanks and correct plows or pilots.

FIGURE 3: BTS (www.btsrr.
com) has both HO and O scale
kits for this City Point Water
Tank. See-through “water” is
included in the kit which is
composed of cardstock and
laser-cut wood. The finished
structure occupies a scale
footprint of about 36 by 13-
feet.
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BARLOW'S "’,
SHUHEHMEE e

FIGURE 5: Barlow’s Smokehouse is the latest craftsman kit from Fos
Scale Limited. The HO scale kit features numerous signs, a roof-top pig,
laser-cut roof lettering, precut one-piece rafter strips, engraved pig sign,

FIGURE 4: Broadway Limited (www.broadway-limited.com) has released metal roofing, corrugated metal for walls, scribed siding, Tichy plastic

it's long-awaited HO scale EMD high-hood SD40-2 diesel. The 3,000 hp windows and doors, laser-cut benches and metal detail parts. The two main
prototype was built by General Motors Electro-Motive Division between structures are connected by an angled transition section, however, the
1972 and 1986 - a 14-year production run for one of the best-selling buildings can be modeled separately if desired. For additional photos and
locomotives of all time. The Paragon2 model is offered in several road ordering information visit www.foslimited.com.

schemes including CP (Flags paint scheme), NS (white sill), NS (black sill
as shown above), NW, NW (with Norfolk & Western lettering) and SRR

(tuxedo scheme).

FIGURE 6: Frenchman River Model Works (www.frenchmanriver.com) has

introduced a 1:48 scale 45-foot Harbor Tug ideal for O scale industrial FIGURE 7: Foothill Model Works has a new On30/0On3 scale kit for an
waterfront scenes or funky On3/ On30 harbors. The superstructure, unusual coal gondola. Although free-lance in design, the new all-styrene
wheelhouse, tire bumpers, running-lights, smokestack, life float, doors, bow model is representative of typical home-grown cars used on narrow
fender and waterline hull are all cast in resin. The windows and searchlight gauge lines. Included in the kit are T-16 trucks with 24-inch wheel sets,

lens are laser-cut. Lead-free pewter castings include a mast, Searchlight, brake beams and brake levers. Visit www.foothillmodelworks.com for full
anchor, horn, davit and bitts. The completed model is 11.5-inches long. information on this detail-laden kit.
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list of the unique HO scale

prototype products offered by
Stan Rydarowicz can now be viewed
on the internet. Although Stan does
not have a computer and conducts all
business via the post office, his friend
Jim Hayes has established a web site
listing all Stan’s products.

For several years, Jim has maintained
a product listing for Sunshine Models
whose owner, Martin Lofton, also

declines to climb aboard the internet.

To view Stan’s products go to www.
sunshinekits.com and click on Links.

We salute Jim Hayes of Portland,
Oregon, who says he maintains the
site for the benefit of his fellow
prototype modelers.

quick review of Rapido’s (www.

rapidotrains.com) production
schedule shows their HO scale wide-
vision steel caboose decorated for
Algoma Central (red body, black roof)

and Ontario Northland (orange body,
blue cupola) will arrive at dealers in
March. April deliveries will include
CP Rail (yellow body) and Canadian
Pacific Railway (white body with red
lettering).

obb Thomas of Prairie

Locomotive Works (www.
prairielocoworks.com) has been
showing a pre-production sample of
his new On30 scale 15-ton bottom-
dumping ore car at various winter
shows. Packaging and other final
details are pending on the RTR
injection-molded model that will
be priced at $40 with free delivery
to domestic locations. Robb says
the new model should be ready for
release later this month.

ylvan Scale Models (www.isp.

on.ca/sylvan) showed its new HO
scale CN and CP 1950s-era piggyback
trailers at the Copetown Show late last

FIGURE 8: Micro-Trains (www.micro-trains.com) has two heavyweight RPO

cars with six-wheel trucks painted standard Pullman green with black roofs.
One car is lettered for ATSF while the other is unlettered (above) and ready
for decaling in your choice of roads. Also new from the Oregon-based
specialist is a Canadian Pacific 50-foot rib-side plug-door boxcar and
a 33-foot two-bay rib-side open-top hopper car with a coal load included. The
hopper is decorated for Delaware, Lackawanna & Western and features a

“Road of Anthracite ” herald.

FIGURE 9: Glenn Guerra built this O scale 28-foot Chicago Burlington &
Quincy caboose from a kit available direct from Mullet River Models (www.
mulletrivermodelworks.com). The model replicates older Burlington class
NE1 and NE4 cars that were rebuilt with steel underframes. The kit features
laser-cut plywood construction with working side and cupola windows. The
underframe and ladder sides are etched brass.

month. Also on display at the Canadian
event were the new Mack B-61 single
and tandem axle day-cab tractors
based on prototypes produced by
Mack Truck from 1953-1965.

A favorite among other vehicles at
the show was a Plymouth sedan
tricked-out with fender skirts and
windshield sunshade. Stock 1946-49
Plymouth 2-door and 4-door sedans
and a coupe were also displayed.

Tichy Train Group has a USRA
twin-bay open-hopper decorated

for B&O. The HO scale ready-to-roll
model has a black body with white
graphics and features wire grab irons,
appropriate trucks with metal wheel
sets and Kadee couplers. The car is
being marketed by InterMountain
(www.imrcmodels.com) and may be
ordered direct from IMRC or through
your favorite dealer.

Industry News

Record Storm Ruins Timonium Show
New attendance records were set at
the Great Scale Model Train Show
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held in early February in Timonium,
Maryland, but they weren’t the kind
of numbers the promoters of the
event was hoping for.

The founder and producer of

the show, Howard Zane, said the
devastating snow storm that hit the
Northeast kept both exhibitors and
show attendees away in droves. Zane
told MRH that just 36 vendors were

able to get through the snow and set
up their exhibits on Friday, February
5th. On Saturday only 8 brave visitors
managed to get through the storm,

a far cry from the 8,000 to 10,000
people who normally roam the isles
of what is historically the largest
model railroad show in the region.

Zane said he and his associates are
still trying to determine their loss,

FIGURE 11: This beautifully handcrafted pilot model provides a preview
of an O scale PRR 4-4-0 class D6 locomotive coming late this year from
SMR Trains (www.smrtrains.com). A class D6a will also be available. These

historically-important locomotives were built during the early 1880s for
high-speed passenger service between New York and Philadelphia. The
prototype engines were equipped with powered reverse, Westinghouse air
brakes and high-speed water scoops under the tender to eliminate time-
wasting stops at water tanks. Among the many features of the authentically
decorated brass models are moving eccentrics and valve gear, a boiler-
mounted Pittman motor and all-metal gears. The 2-rail model is wired for
conventional DC operation with a plug-in harness to facilitate use of DCC.

Priced at $1700, expected late this year, the models can be preordered now

at a substantial savings. Visit their website for ordering details, technical
and historical information and additional photographs.

FIGURE 12: Rail Yard Models (www.railyardmodels.com) has issued an
upgraded edition of its previously released HO scale Missouri Pacific
short bay-window caboose. The urethane kit is based on a prototype

built by International Car Company between 1977 and 1983. Among the
features of the revised kit are etched metal handrails, narrow draft gear to
accommodate Kadee #78 couplers, improved brake detail and assembly
instructions on a mini CD with more than 100 step-by-step assembly
photos. Also of note are revised Missouri Pacific and MOW decals
produced by Rail Graphics. The kit includes trucks with semi-scale metal
wheel sets and M.V. Products marker light lenses. Owners of the original
version of this kit may purchase the etched handrails as a separate upgrade.
Visit www.railyardmodels.com for additional information.

FIGURE 13: Woodland
Scenics (www.
woodlandscenics.com)
has added this impressive
HO scale Fire Station to
its line of fully assembled,
ready-to-use structures.
Of special interest are

the hinged doors on this
handsome ltalianate-style
structure. Available now
at your favorite dealer.
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adding that he is hopeful some form
of adjustment to exhibitors in future
shows can be worked out. One of the
exhibitors who made it to the event,
MRH columnist Lew Matt, reported
that everyone remained cheerful
despite their disappointment and
pending financial loss. The next Great
Scale Model Train Show will be held in
Timonium on April 10 and 11, 2010.

Ride In A Steam Loco Cab

The National Model Railroad
Association has announced that

the winner of the 75th Anniversary
Photography Contest will get a

cab ride in a Union Pacific steam
locomotive. The NMRA member
submitting the winning photograph of
one or more models of UP equipment
and/or structures in a realistic scene,
will win a cab ride in one of the
mainline steam locomotives operated
by the Union Pacific on the first leg of
an excursion in May 2010.

Airfare up to $500, two hotel nights,
and transportation to and from the
excursion will be provided to the

winner by the NMRA. For complete
details visit www.nmra.org and click
on “Win A Day In The Cab.” &

DISCLAIMER

The opinions expressed in this column are
those of the writer and do not necessarily
reflect the opinion of Model Railroad
Hobbyist or its sponsors. Every effort is
made to provide our readers with accurate
and responsible news and information,
however, neither Model Railroad Hobbyist
or the writer of this column can be

held responsible for any inaccuracies or
typographical errors that may inadvertently
appear in this publication.

\ When you see
this symbol,

it means:

“Click here to
learn more!”

Every click tells advertisers
an ad in MRH is a wise
investment ...

FIGURE 14: Trainworx (www.train-worx.com) will introduce three new 100-

ton four-bay open-top hopper cars in July. The

ready-to-roll cars

will be decorated for Maryland Midland in 12 road numbers, Wisconsin
Central with 3 road numbers and 12 numbers for a Flying Rio Grande car
with a special Reddy Kilowatt decal as shown above.
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Briefly noted at press time...

... Look for Athearn to release a
large selection of new paint schemes
on nineteen HO scale products this
summer including six locomotives,
seven freight cars, three passenger/
commuter cars, a MOW crane and
two trucks. At the moment the
schedule looks something like this:

New livery and road numbers for
locomotives including SD60M-
SD601, SD45, GP38-2, C44-9W in
fantasy roads, F59PH1 with Tsunami
sound and Genesis FP7-F7B A&B
units decorated for PRR.

New schemes and/or numbers will
be available on 40-foot modern
boxcars, 50-foot FMC plug-door
boxcars, ACF Centerflow hoppers,
RTC 20,900 gallon acid tank cars,
Coalporters in 5-packs with coal
loads, a newly tooled 50-foot
PS5344 boxcar and an eastern-style
steel 4-window caboose upgraded
from MDC tooling. Athearn’s
venerable railroad crane and tender
will be released in five different
roadnames.

New Athearn passenger equipment
will include 34-foot Overton cars
utilizing upgraded MDC tooling

in four colorful new schemes and
Bombardier Commuter cars in
singles and 3-packs for a total of four
new car numbers.

Intermodal fans can look forward to
a combination of several new names
on a 53-foot container and chassis
as well as a Kenworth tractor with a
chassis and 20-foot reefer-container.

We’ll have more details including
delivery dates and graphics in the
next edition of MRH Newsletter. B

About our
news and events editor

Richard Bale writes our news column
under the byline of The Old Yardmaster.
He has been writing about the model
railroad trade for various hobby
publications since the 1960s.

He enjoys building models, particularly
structures, some of which appeared

in the June 2006 issue of Model
Railroader magazine.

Send us
your product
announcements!

If you are a hobby manufacturer
with a product you want to
announce, just click here and
submit your announcement to us!
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Selected Events

March 2010

CALIFORNIA, STOCKTON, March 13, Winterrail 2010,
Scottish Rite Masonic Center, 33 W. Alpine Ave.

GEORGIA, PORT WENTWORTH, March 19-20, Savannah

Prototype Modeler’s Meet, Port Wentworth Recreation

Center. Details from Bob Harpe at RHarpe@comcast.net.
MAINE, GRAY (PORTLAND), March 20, 3rd Annual Maine All-Scale Narrow
Gauge Show. Information available from mainenarrowgauge@yahoo.com.

OHIO, CANFIELD, March 25-27, Midwest Narrow Gauge Show, Canfield
Fairgrounds. Clinics at Hampton Inn, Canfield. Details at www.lightirondi-

gest.com.

OHIO, GREENFORD, March 26-29, All Scales Narrow Gauge Meet, Greenford
Christian Church. Details at www.narrowtracks.com.

OREGON, ELSIE, March 6, Pacific Model Loggers’ Congress, Camp 18
Restaurant (approx.18 miles east of Seaside). Details at www.pacificmodel-
loggerscongress.com.

PENNSYLVANIA, VALLEY FORGE, March 26-28, Railroad Prototype Modelers
Meet, Desmond Great Valley Hotel, Details at www.phillynmra.org.

April 2010

BRITISH COLUMBIA, SALMON ARM, April 2-4 2010, ShuswapRails 2010,
Prestige Harbourfront Resort & Convention Centre. Request information
from host Ed Parsons at macl3@telus.net.

INDIANA, EDINBURGH (COLUMBUS), April 24, Hoosier On30 Meet, Jonson
County Park. Details at www.trainweb.org.

INDIANA, SOUTH BEND, April 16-17, Great Lakes Model Railroad
Symposium. Request information from Jason at jmpamtrak@yahoo.com.

NEVADA, RENO/SPARKS, April 28-May 2, PCR-NMRA Annual Convention,
Nugget Hotel. Information availalble from Dick Foster at gate5@att.net.

OHIO, MARION, April 22-24, Central Ohio Prototype Modelers Meet, Marion
Union Station. Details from Denis Blake at dblake7@columbus.rr.com.

OKLAHOMA, TULSA, April 9-10, Oklahoma Narrow Gauge. Details at www.
okng.org/meets/index.htm.

OREGON, MEDFORD, April 30-May 1, National Z-Scale Convention, Ramada
Inn Convention Center. Details at www.micro-trains.com/NZC_2010.php.

y 4
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PENNSYLVANIA, MONACA, April 11, Beaver County Spring Model Train Show,
Center Stage, 1495 Old Brodhead Road. Details at www.bcmrr.railfan.net.

NEW ZEALAND, CHRISTCHURCH, April 1-5, NZ Association of Model
Railroad Clubs National Conventions, St. Andrews College, Merivale. Details
at www.gcmrsleeper.org.

Future 2010

CALIFORNIA, RICHMOND, June 26, Bay Area Prototype Modelers meet, St.
David’s School Hall, 871 Sonoma Street.

COLORADO, LITTLETON, June 11-12, 4th Annual Rocky Mountain Prototype
Modelers Meet, Littleton Baptist Church, 1400 W. Caley Avenue. Details at
www.rockymountainprototypemodelers.org.

CONNECTICUT, COLLINSVILLE, June 4-5, New England Prototype Modelers
Meet, Canton Community Center. Details at www.neprototypemeet.com.

ILLINOIS, NAPERVILLE, October 21-24, Naperville RPM Meet, Naperville
Holiday Inn.

KANSAS, BENTON, November 6-7, Mid-Continent Prototype Modelers
Meet, Benton Lions Community Center, 150 S. Main Street. Details at www.
midcontinentprototypemodelers.org.

MASSACHUSETTS, MANSFIELD, Nov 10-14, Craftsman Structure Show,
Mansfield Holiday Inn. Details at www.css2010.com.

MISSOURI, ST LOUIS, September 1-4, 30th National Narrow Gauge
Convention, St Charles Convention Center. Details at www.30ngconvention.org.

NORTH CAROLINA, HICKORY, September 7-10, 2011, National Narrow
Gauge Convention 2011.

NORTH CAROLINA, PISGAH FOREST (NEAR BREVARD), October 8-9,
Narrow Trak 2010, Transylvania County Recreation Center, hosted by Frank
Pearsall.

WEST VIRGINIA, CASS, May 21-23, The 2010 Cass Railfan Weekend,
Multiple events, some requiring advance reservations. Details at www.

msrlha.org/greenacre.html.
WISCONSIN, MILWAUKEE, July 11-18, NMRA 75th Anniversary National
Convention, details at www.nmra75.org.

WISCONSIN, MILWAUKEE, November 13-14, Trainfest, Wisconsin
Exposition Center at State Fair Park. Details at www.trainfest.com.

CANADA, ONTARIO, TORONTO, May 20-23, Canadian Association of
Railway Modelers (CAORM), May 20-23, Annual Fest, Lakeshore Campus
Humber College. Details at www.caorm.org/events.php. B
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Reverse loops aren’t as hard to wire
as you might think. You’ll need to
isolate both rails of the loop tracks to

If you have DCC you might alterna-
tively consider using what'’s called an
“auto reverser”,

avoid shorts. These units work by detecting the

short circuit that occurs when a train
crosses the rail gaps going into or out
of the loop tracks and switching the
polarity to eliminate the short.

You can power these rails through the
contacts on a switch machine. If you'll
be running lots of locos at the same
time inside the loop consider using a
relay — the contacts on a Tortoise are
only good for 1 amp, while the con-
tacts on relays are good for 10 amps
and over.

An autoreverser can work in as little
as 10 milli-seconds. This is fast enough
that the DCC booster doesn’t detect
the brief short when the lead engine
crosses the gaps. — Charlie Comstock
As you throw the turnout, the contacts
automatically reverse the polarity of
the loop tracks, allowing a train to pass
through the turnout with a short cir-

Q: Are there any standards, rules or
guidelines for scaling down proto-
type scenery? My new layout has

Reader
Feedback

(click here)

QUESTlONS AND ANSWERS cuit. several sections which are just parts
Q: A friend’s layout has 2 reversing Gaps in _ e
loops and he had problems getting "EL""S*T::;; e N\
Routs s |
them working, although he did even- _J_-_'—:‘:’F—: 3 ’_f-———”‘}
tually figure it out after a lot of frustra- 1 T3 -
. . 0 L | Fail Voltage Turmout Set
tion. Are reversing loops a good idea? = Mesmatch For Strighe
Or should | avoid them like the plague? i = e
Pachk - ¥
A: It’s true that reversing loops com- Mactine
plicate the wiring of a layout. It’s also iz
true that the prototype seldom uses i DS Ak
reverse loops.
For Straight
However, reversing loops can be very Route
handy on a model railroad. They make Figure 1: Using a reversing loop on a layout means you
turning an entire train quite conve- s e have to somehow flip the polarity of the rails since the
nient. My previous layout’s low-level — G:::’:;’:';m train is turning back on itself and going the other direc-
staging was a giant reversing loop, and Power e short tion. This diagram illlustrates the two most common
Fack - - -
the main staging on my current layout Sucty methods: using contacts tied to the throwing of the
Contacts turnout, or using a DCC auto reverser.

is also a large reversing loop.
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of real existing areas. How is this
typically done?

A: Many modelers seem hesitant to
start building scenery, but unlike other
parts of the hobby, scenery can be
very forgiving. For example, you almost
can’t make a rock the wrong size - if it’s
larger than you intended, no problem -
it’s just a bigger rock.

The best way to start making scenery
is to get yourself a book or video about
building scenery and gain experience
by making some scenery. As to books,
Dave Frary’s How to build Realistic
Scenery (Kalmbach, 2005) is excellent.
Our own Model-Trains-Video scenery
videos are also a good choice - we
show you in detail how to go from bare
benchwork to a completely finished
scene.

A good approach is to start with some
photos of a real scene you'd like to
model, and then try to match the
colors and textures you see in the
photos. Using the reference materials
we list above, you’ll be making hills,
streams, roads, and trees in no time

- and getting pleasing results using
proven methods. — Joe Fugate

Q: I am in the process of designing

a layout for my a spare room which
has an area of roughly 15’x18’ give or
take. | am modeling my layout based
on a Union Pacific midwest line. Most
of the line is flat and doesn’t have
much up and down contours to it. |
don’t know whether to use plywood

or foam as the base. What do you
suggest?

A: Since it sounds like you are going
with box-style benchwork, go with
the foam.

Few places are 100% flat and foam
makes it very easy to carve or stack
terrain features — even shallow
ones, like ditches alongside the
tracks or culverts where a creek
passes under the tracks. It also
doesn’t have splinters or grain, both
of which can be annoying problems
when working with plywood.

Having said that, | believe the best
solution is to combine the two — ply-
wood to give you a solid base for
attaching wiring and (if so inclined)
turnout machines to, as well as
something to keep from from ram-
ming your hand all the way through
the foam when you accidentally lean
on it.

| personally find that 3/8” plywood
(circa 10mm metric) works just fine.
— Jeff Shultz

Q: | have limited money and space,
and I’'m trying to choose between N
gauge or HO. I've got room for a 4’x8’
layout, and | would like to have a me-
dium to long run. What do you ad-
vise?

A: My recommendation is for you
to choose N scale for the 4 x 8 . For
example, take a look at my book N

scale Model Railroading (Kalmbach,
2009) and build the Androscoggin
Central layout.

The Androscoggin Central isan N
scale 4 x 8 designed to represent two
railroads crossing at grade with a
large industrial switching area served
by both.

You’ll get a lot of operation in small
space with this layout.
— Marty McGuirk

If anyone ought to know the pros and
cons of fitting an HO or N scale layout
into the space, Marty ought to know
since he’s done both.

If you’re really space challenged, N is a
good choice. N scale locos these days
run every bit as nicely as HO scale lo-
cos, and there’s lots of variety available
in N scale.

The only area where N still has a ways
to go compared to HO is diesel switch-
ers or small shortline steam like shays
or other geared locos. — Joe Fugate

TIPS

Painted text on
windows: Here is a
simple, cheap, quick
way to make “paint-
ed” text on windows
with a computer and
an ordinary ink-jet
printer. Using Photoshop® | created
a mock up of the window art, then

=

printed it on cheap copy paper, check-
ing the fit and adjusting the point size
of the type.

When satisfied, | mirrored or reversed
the image. | then substituted a sheet
of overhead projector inkjet acetate,
purchased at a local art supply store,
for the paper. You want the reversed
image so that the deposited ink will
be on the interior of the building and
less susceptible to scratching when
cleaning the structure.

The only downside issue with this
technique is that the ink really needs
to dry. Since the acetate doesn’t ab-
sorb the ink like paper, touching the
surface before it is totally dry will
result in smudging.

— K. Ferguson

Nail polish water: Here is an easy
and inexpensive way to add a realistic
small stream to your layout.

Go to any “everything is a dollar”
store and buy a couple of bottles of
clear nail polish. Since it comes with
its own brush, you don’t gum up any
of your tools and there is no cleanup.
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The water on the rock faces shown in
the photos is nail polish. The water un-
der the trestle is a thin layer of Wood-
land Scenics E-Z Water®.

As you can see from the photos, it re-
flects light nicely for photography. It’s
also convincing enough to the eye that
visitors are surprised when they touch
the surface, and it isn’t wet! The water
on this module is 20 plus years old, so
the material lasts. — K. Ferguson
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GET $25 PER
TIP

We pay $25 USD per
tip if we publish it. So send in your
modeling tips to Model Railroad
Hobbyist and we’ll get your pay-
ment to you upon acceptance.

Just think, for only a few minutes
effort, you could fund your next
piece of rolling stock — or even pay
for an entire train if you send in sev-
eral tips and we publish them!

If you include any photos with your
tip, we pay a bonus of $10 per pho-
to we use with the tip. B
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hey say what happens in Vegas stays in Vegas.
But when a crew change happens in Vegas
—on the busy Union Pacific Los Angeles to

\ \ Salt Lake City main line — it means that a long freight

— by Bob Sprague headed by bright yellow-and-gray SD-70Ms or C44-
9Ws is about to leave Vegas far behind.

The UP’s Caliente Subdivision begins just south of
town and runs northeast (timetable east) to Milford,

What happens in Vegas doesn’t stay in Vegas when it comes to the st Tostiiie s s el weries, Sl siseks, i
UP’s Caliente Subdivision. Here’s how to model this Class 1 subdivi- racks, coal, and general merchandise consists traverse
sionina9x 11 spare room - in HO! the line at the rate of about one per hour. Most have

three or more road diesels at the head end, testimony
to the tough grades in both directions. Foreign power
may appear, including an occasional BNSF train taking
advantage of trackage rights.

After passing through the shadows of the big casi-
nos, and a relatively straight shot across the valley,
eastbound trains encounter a stiff grade, climb-

ing and twisting their way 500 vertical feet in less
than 10 miles. This geography makes it possible

to squeeze a satisfying HO scale representation of
the Caliente Sub into a 9 x 11 foot spare bedroom,
where one to three operators can enjoy modern
Class | railroading with some industrial switching and
a branch line adding to the fun.

Prototype Action

All UP freights take on new crews in Las Vegas,
most at the UP yard offices near Charleston Avenue
(Milepost 334.3). Though the tracks parallel the
famous Strip, this is a different world: the triple-
track mainline runs past industrial buildings, sleazy
nightclubs, and dusty storage lots.

As trains head north from the city, the mainline
narrows to two, and then one track. It remains
CTC territory, single track with sidings, for most

of its remaining length. At Valley (Milepost 343.5)
Figure 1: UP 5334 at Apex with a train of windmill towers. Photo: Ken Kuehne. there is a small yard serving a container port, auto
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unloading facility, lumberyard, and
cement plant. A seldom-used branch
line to Nellis Air Force Base also
leaves the main here.

Leaving the industries and tract hous-
ing of North Las Vegas behind, the
line climbs into the barren hills that
ring the city. At Dike there is a pass-
ing siding. By the time trains reach
the S-curves and summit at Apex
(Milepost 352.7) they have been
slowed to a crawl by the 1% grade.

At Apex, a long branch operated by
Nevada Industrial Switch (NIS) heads
east through rugged terrain to serve
the PABCO Gypsum Board plant. North
of Apex mainline trains continue

downgrade to Moapa, Nevada, where
they begin the long climb to Caliente
and Crestline, Utah. They leave the
Caliente Sub at Milford, Utah and con-
tinue on to Salt Lake.

Fitting It In

The modeler who wants to run long
trains and modern motive power but
who has only gained trackage rights
to a9 x 11 foot space faces a chal-
lenge. A single loop around the walls
results in a run of less than % of a
scale mile in HO scale. Reasonably-
sized trains will only chase their

own FRED (Flashing Rear-End Device)
around the room. A twice- or three-
times-around scheme lengthens the

Figure 2: A westbound freight pauses just above Tropicana Avenue in
Las Vegas. The Rio basks in the sunlight in the background. Photo: R.

Christopher Haines.
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mainline considerably, but forces traf-
fic to pass unrealistically through the
same towns and scenes more than
once every trip.

A double-deck design solves the
problem. It doubles the length of the
mainline, but maintains scenic “sin-
cerity” as trains traverse each scene
only once. A steady grade — like the
Caliente Sub includes north of Las
Vegas — requires only a two-turn
helix at 2% to achieve a decent 16”
between levels. Mainline minimum
radius can be kept to 27”, tight but
acceptable for six-axle diesels.

The entrance for trains eastbound
from Los Angeles onto this plan for the
Caliente Sub is disguised by the Sahara
Avenue underpass. They cross the

doorway and pause for a crew change
at the UP yard office.

Behind the door is space for the spur
at West Mesquite Avenue, which on
the prototype serves Nevada Ready
Mix, the Las Vegas Review-Journal, and
several other industries. These build-
ings can be represented by minimum-
depth flats, while a photo backdrop
can stand in for the distant mountains.
The viewer is facing west here, and the
only casino in that direction from the
tracks is the gaudy Rio.

On the lower deck the tracks continue
on to Valley, where a selectively-
compressed version of the container
facility, cement plant, and Nellis AFB
branch provide switching opportuni-
ties. Fortunately, the orientation of

this plan abides by the general track-
planning principle that east should
be to the viewer’s right. Although the
tracks through Las Vegas run south
to north, timetable east is properly
clockwise. The point-of-view is also
consistent with the path of most rail-
fans, who would follow I-15 north-
ward out of town.

The California Portland Cement plant
at Valley can help to hide the disap-
pearance of the main into the central
peninsula. Within that “blob” a mod-
erate two-turn helix at 2% transitions
to the upper level, where the tracks
reappear behind a rise and enter the
desolate siding at Dike.

The modeler who hates making
trees should gravitate to this area

To learn from your fellow modeler.

Modeler's Guild

\
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of the country — a few dots of glue
and some foliage clumps will repre-
sent the sparse vegetation well. Pelle
Speberg’s excellent scenery tech-
nigues would certainly apply to this
wasteland.

The upper deck grade continues to
Apex. The mainline, now near eye
level, disappears behind another rise
(there are no tunnels in this section
of the Caliente Sub) while the NIS
branch continues onto the penin-
sula. The gypsum quarry and PABCO
plant are quite discernable on satel-
lite maps, and a picture of the plant
can be found online at the “about us”
page of pabcogypsum.paccoast.com.

Continued on page 37 ...
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Figure 3: Lower Level of the UP — Caliente Subdivision.
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UNION PACIFIC - CALIENTE SUBDIVISION - UPPER LEVEL

HO Scale - Overall room size 11'0" x 9'0"
Curves - 27" except as marked
Turnouts - Walthers Sinohara #6, #4, curved 20"/24" and curved 24"/28"

Nevada Industrial
Switch branch line

24"
26 1/2"-

Curved
20"/24" °

PABCO Gypsum ., . ; /
Board plant

2% helix
down to Valley

Figure 4: Upper Level of the UP - Caliente Subdivision.
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A large, four-turn distended double-
track helix connects the north end

of the visible Caliente Sub mainline

at Apex back to the south end at Las
Vegas, providing continuous running.
The hidden benefit: the helix provides
all of the hidden end-of-line staging a
modeler would need. The turns of the
helix can conceal as many as sixteen
long trains, while alternate facing-
and trailing-point crossovers make it
possible to stage entrances and exits
in random order.

Construction Thoughts

The Caliente Sub is not for the faint
of heart. Considerable care would be

-
£y ; 4
i g ] a & - s o ¥ -
. ' . ; -
T Y - o i :
Fg pm gl - ' a .

required to construct the center pen-
insula with its concentric helixes, as
well as the upper deck with its constant
grade. Still, the rewards of building an
operating railroad with this much action
and prototype fidelity in a small space
could be well worth the trouble.

The stacked decks are narrow, and
could easily be supported by brackets
from the walls, leaving the under-lay-
out space clear of legs and braces. Two
legs could support the center penin-
sula, allowing relatively unimpeded
entrance to the interior of the helix
complex for access and maintenance.

The bridging of the doorway to the
room is an unfortunate necessity.

o e
Tl

- - .
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Figure 4: The KG1LA stacker led by three Heritage locomotives
rounding the Apex curve on its way to Las Vegas. Photo: Mark Whitt.
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Many designs for removable or drop-
leaf sections have been published,

and it is recommended that a modeler
employ one rather than plan on scram-
bling under the lower deck forever.

The upper-deck crossing can probably
be fixed; at 60” it represents a “nod-
under” for most visitors. In any case,
once inside there is no need to deal
with the doorway crossing during nor-
mal operation.

DCC is a near-must for this railroad,
since a lot of the fun will be in moving
heavy traffic in both directions with
multi-unit lashups and frequent meets.

Although three operators might repre-
sent a crowd in the limited aisle space,
a prototypical dispatcher’s desk could
be placed in an adjoining room.

The truly “wired” modeler could
develop a computer program to rep-
resent movements on the eastern leg
of the Subdivision, with actual trains
coming on and off the model pike in
synchronization with their virtual coun-
terparts on the dispatcher’s console.

A similar high-tech approach could
help track train movements in the
hidden helixes. A simpler solution,
however, might be to simply open
some vertical slits in the fascia around
the center peninsula. An operator
would get a peep through, and in this
way be able to verify that trains are
parked in the clear, or are still mov-
ing. This direct visual feedback would
help to prevent the well-known phe-
nomenon that occurs when opera-
tors, unsure of what is happening in

Tell a friend ...

a helix, gradually open the throttle
more and more, causing concealed
trains to “rocket” out of the hidden
tracks at the upper end.

The Caliente Sub in HO provides Class |
railroading in a modest area. Instead
of leaving Las Vegas, the builder may
find him or herself returning to Las

Vegas night after night. ¥

Bob Sprague has been model

railroading since he was 5 days old.
He presently models the Chessie
System in HO modular form, and is
an active participant in the NMRA’s
Potomac Module Crew.

His track plan for a bedroom-sized
version of the B&O’s famed Sand
Patch grade was published in the
May 2005 issue of Model Railroader.
In his spare time Bob is co-owner of
a creative communications agency
and a writer/consultant for Fortune
500 corporations, associations, and
government agencies. He lives in
Alexandria, VA.
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Easy | cut 1” thick pink rigid foam insulation ity being modeled) with acrylic, not
to fit inside the hoppers. | slice the solvent based paint.
Hopper Loads foam in half so it's about 1/2” thick. | | carefully hot-glue a fender washer
use a bandsaw, but a jewlers saw also to the bottom of the load (don’t melt

by Charlie Comstock works for these cuts (Figures 2a,b,c). the foam!). This let’s me unload hop-

fyou're tired of watching empty | bevel the top of the pink foam PErs with a strong magnet.
| paint the top surface of the loads

with full-strength white glue and lib-
erall sprinkle on Woodland Scenics

hopper cars: rolllng along on YOl,Jr blanks to represent the shape of the
layout here’s a quick way to fill ‘em.
top of a coal or gravel load.

| paint the foam black (or gray or coal or ballast to represent coal or
Reader brown depending on the commod- gravel.
Feedback . . : :
(click here) Figure 1: Hopper cars, loaded with caol, Figure 2a,b,c: Cutting the foam to
rolling through Oakhill on my BC&SJ. length, width, and thickness.

Figure 3: A pair of pink-foam blanks
ready for shaping to simulate the crown
of a coal or gravel load.
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Figure 4: The bottom of the upside-down
load shows its fender washer hot-glued
in place. The quarter gives an idea of the
load’s size. These are HO scale.

Figure 5: | use the steel fender
washers to make unloading the
hoppers easy. No prying, no need

to pick up the cars, instead | hold a
Kadee under-the-track uncoupling
magnet over the load and it pops right
out.

GREAT NORTHERNMN
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After the glue holding the phony coal or
gravel in place dries, the load is ready to
be placed into a hopper car and deliv-
ered where it’s needed.

You’ll probably need different size loads
for different types of hoppers.

No more transparent coal or gravel
loads on my railroad! 7

Plojurs 3
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What does a master modeler do when h|s famous HO scale
layout reaches completion? He makes it even better'ﬂ

m- George Sellios has done the unthinkable and ripped apart many
' sections of his F&SM to bring large runs of previously hidden
| track into daylight and eliminate S|d|ngs that were too far from i}
L an aisle for access. A" o e Y
BN | L Tl e n,'-*" .

it P ; _ ® These changes plus the addition of Fillmore yard have made 1
;?t' ’ | . ~ the Franklin &South Manchester even better for runnmg trains.’
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odel Railroad Hobbyist recent-

ly had the opportunity to visit

the Franklin & South Man-
chester Railroad and talk with George
Sellios and his friend Thom Driggers.

Interview by Joe Fugate, photos and
video by Charlie Comstock.

Reader
Feedback

(click here)

>

For the past 40 years George Sellios,
his gorgeous layout, and the crafts-
man kits he produces under the Fine
Scale Miniatures label have been syn-
onymous with incredibly super-detailed
modeling. His F&SM layout is perhaps
the most finely detailed layout ever
constructed. There is so much there it’s
impossible to see it all in a single visit.

)

George spoke with Joe Fugate of MRH
about the origins of Fine Scale Minia-
tures and what he’s doing on his layout.

Getting Started

Joe: George, | like to know how people
got started in the hobby. What got you
into Model Railroading?

George: | was about 7 years old when

| saw Lionel and American Flyer ads on
TV and | just fell in love with miniature
trains. | forced my mother (and | do
mean forced!) to get me a Lionel train
set! From there | went to American Fly-
er (because of the 2-rail track). | stayed

with that for a few years, then in 1955 |
discovered HO scale and fell in love with
that size and that’s never left me.

Joe: So you’ve been modeling in HO
since then?

George: Yeah HO, well people won’t
agree with me, but | think it’s the most
perfect scale around.

Fine Scale Miniatures

Joe: When did you start Fine Scale
Miniatures?

George: | was working in Boston at the

Ace Carbon Paper company as a pro-
duction manager in 1965. | was doing
a lot of model building at home, and |
brought in a model of a water tank and
tool shed and | showed it to one of the
guys there and they asked me if | could
build a model for them.

That night | went home and | got

the idea to do model kits. The origi-
nal name was Gay 90’s Scale Models
which I'm glad | changed. In 1967 |
ran my first ad in Model Railroader for
a Branchline Water Tower and that’s
where it all started.

TILTLELLS

_n.-“ -

FIGURE 1 (previous page): Double-
headed power upgrade on newly day-
lighted track behind Franklin.

FIGURE 2: Looking down the mainline
through Manchester with superdetail-
ing everywhere!

Joe: How many kits have you made
over the years?

George: Oh gosh, it must be close to 70
by now if it isn’t 70... it’s quite a few.

Joe: That’s what, a couple kits a year?

George: | was doing 2 kits a year and
that was between 2,000 and 3,000
of each one. | don’t know how | ever
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managed all those kits with all those either. I'm really excited about going
castings but | did it. back to smaller buildings, but there will

Now I'm down to one kit a year and be beautiful single structures like | origi-

the run is about 500 to 800 kits. They nally started with a long time ago.
usually sell out pretty quick. Joe: | can see some advantages, if you

Joe: You've been doing dioramas for have one structure to build, you can
over 20 years and you’re going back to put a lot more care into it making it

just single kits. Why is that? a really nice structure - you’re focus-
ing on just that structure. If you’'ve got

a diorama there’s a desire to get the
whole diorama done and you rush
through it more than you should.

George: Well, everything revolves
around my layout and | just don’t have
any more room for those huge diora-
mas. Not only that, | get phone calls : ; e e P ' o
from guys telling me they just don’t George: Well, its overwhelming for a lot A0 ge TR A e > 2.3 l-if :
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have the room for these huge dioramas  of guys when they see up to six build- <= -_ e Y L Y e
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FIGURE 3: The Mt. Allen trestle. This
mountain was named after John Allen.

FIGURE 4: A grimy, run down area of
Manchester. Some of the HUGE build-
ings in this town are visible in the
background.

ings to put together - it’s like building a
small layout. Some dioramas | see out
there are huge and | think there’s go-
ing to be appreciation for these smaller
buildings. So let’s wait and see.

The Layout

Joe: What lead you from kits to the
F&SM layout?

George: | don’t how it got started!

You had no choice. Everyone
was saying you had to build a layout,
you're so good at it...

= F
-
-
- - e

i .
- ™ e George: | just started doing it.
.Flgure“"4 '
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Joe: George, what inspired you in your
style of modeling?

George: | guess John Allen and Frank
Ellison. When | started in HO | picked
up a book by Frank Ellison, | just loved
that guy’s writing. He wrote about
industry and operation and then | saw
the work of John Allen and fell in love
with his work. | guess those two guys
have done more for me than anybody.

Joe: What about the trestle scene [at
the end of the middle peninsula], the
scenery goes all the way to the floor?

George: That’s definitely John Allen’s
influence. In fact it’s called Mt. Allen
(figure 3).

Joe: Now, when you started actually
building the layout how did you start?

George: Well, | determined the size. |
didn’t do any track plans. | just deter-
mined the size | had and | taped it out
on the floor before | put up the bench
work. | started with the section over
here [Manchester] and took it from
there. Once the table was up | started
messing around with flex track — just
putting it in place to see how it would
look. Eventually | had all the track and
followed with the buildings and every-
thing.

Joe: So you’d actually just experiment
with the flex track — different arrange-
ments right on the bench work?

George: Yes, | went and put in all the
turnouts and everything and laid out

the industries and all that. | did have
that in mind from the beginning - ev-
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FIGURE 5: Franklin is a town with
much smaller structures than Man-
chester and Dovertown. Again, there is
an incredible level of super detailing.

FIGURE 6: The pedestrian and auto
overpass above Manchester.

erything was done for operation way
back then. That’s why | have so many
spur tracks on this layout. Hopefully,
very soon now, we’re going to start
operating it. Or before | die — you gotta
do that | guess.
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Joe: That’s interesting you know, be-
cause the big rage these days is 3D
computer modeling - actually being
able to see what you’re planning in 3D.

T T Tt Lrs

Figure 6
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FIGURE 7: The tracks on the left used
to be hidden beneath the hills. Making
them visible required tearing out the
and rebuilding the hills.

FIGURE 8: Manchester Harbor.

George: | just can’t plan it out, | need to
have the full-size layout in front of me
and work from there using cardboard
mockups and all that, placing them in
the scene to see what it looks like.

Joe: Yeah, once you see it full size, ideas
come that you don’t even see on paper.

From when you first started to what
you now have today, how close is it to
your original thoughts?

George: Well first of all, | never
dreamed it would come out like this! |
was planning, believe it or not, a John
Allen type layout with scenery down
to the floor all around. But | went to
Mike Tylick’s layout and saw his New
England scenery and fell in love with
that kind of modeling. Now I’'m model-
ing mostly what | think New England
looked like back in the 30’s and 40’s.

Joe: Tell us a little bit about your track
work? What kind of track do you use?
How do you put it down?

George: | use Shinohara code 70 flex
track. Before putting it down | nip the
ties, so the ends will be irregular when
you look down the track.

| have a very strange technique | don’t
think anyone else has ever done. | put
the track in place, carefully lining it up

straight. Then | carefully pour a watery
mixture of plaster along the edges of
the ties to hold it in place. | mix the
plaster in a paper cup. | squeeze the
cup making it easy to pour accurately
along the ties. It runs right underneath
there. That locks the ties right in place.
After the plaster sets I'll scrape any ex-
tra off the tops of the ties.

The new track behind Belverton — if you
saw it while | was working you wouldn’t
believe it! Little pieces of wood to sup-
port the track [until | pour the plaster],
all done by eye, just eying up the track
and making sure it’s straight.

Joe: So you’re telling me that you fasten
the track down with plaster? How thick
is the [plaster] mixture, is it real watery?

George: It’s like cream. | use hydrocal
or whatever I've got in hand.

Joe: So no nails, no spikes?

George: No, nothing but the ballast and
the [white] glue helps hold it all in place.

Joe: Once the track’s down what do
you do with it?

George: Well after the plaster has
hardened, | add all the feeders, then
test to make sure all trains run well.
Then | paint it and add ballast. If | in-
stall the feeders [first] they might have
a tendency to pull the track down and
I’ve noticed that whenever you apply
heat, you might get a little kink in the
rail.

Joe: What size feeders do you use?

by eye, shimming under it to set el-
evation and making sure it’s perfectly

W= Figure 8
i

George: 22 and 20 gauge. Mostly 20.
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FIGURE 9: Wolf Hollow shows that
George can build trees and rocks too!
The track in background was part of
the hidden track daylighting project.

Joe: So when you ballast and paint it, is
there anything special you do?

George: No, | use standard techniques,
sprinkle the ballast on, then use wa-
tery Elmer’s [white] glue and that’s all.
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Joe: What about the track itself?

George: | individually paint the ties. |
do a small section of track at a time so
I’'m able to paint each tie railroad tie
brown or grayish colors. | use mostly
Polly Scale. When it’s finished it looks
just like it’s hand laid (figure 10).

Joe: What about the sides of the rails?

George: | have a mixture — | mix rust,
roof brown and earth together and
that gives me about the same color as

the rail | see in my area, the real track,

so that’s worked out good.

Changes on the F&SM

Joe: George, | know that the original

: CL‘ICK HERE s %
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FIGURE 10: Some of George’s highly
weathered trackwork in Manchester.
Also check out the detail he models in
his highways!

layout that was documented by Allen
Keller is not the same layout that is

here today. What happened?

George: Joe, one of the things | did not
like about this railroad was the amount

LR
:
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Figure 11

FIGURE 11: F&SM car cards specify
destinations for each car.

of hidden trackage. | don’t know why |
ever designed it like that. Recently I've
been working at bringing a lot of the
hidden track out along the front of the
layout. It’s been a monumental job but
I’'ve done it and | plan to do some more.

Joe: | don’t like hidden trackage much
either —in fact, I've said in the magazine
that running on hidden track is like clos-
ing your eyes when running trains.

George: | agree with that. We’ve been
running a lot of trains recently and
now we can see them.

Joe: Can you give me an example of
one area where you’ve done that [day-
lighted hidden track]?

George: The town of Belverton - |
moved that track out toward the front
of the layout (figures 1 and 7). | even
had to elevate it.
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Joe: What did you have to do?

George: One thing | hated to do was
removing one of my favorite structures,
Duffy’s Coal Yard, that had to come out
and | had to dig into the mountain quite
a bit, then build a grade for the new
track and that was really difficult be-
cause there was a lot of guesswork! But
| finally got it done and everything runs
beautiful on it so I’'m happy.

Joe: Much better than the old, hidden
trackage?

George: Oh yes. Oh gosh, it just wasn’t
fun to see a train disappear and not
see it again until it came out on the
other side of the railroad (figure 12) -
under the I.M.Boren building)!

Joe: | think you were telling me a story
earlier while we were talking that a
train would go into the [hidden] track-
age on one side of the layout and dis-
appear for a long period of time before
if would finally reappear on the other
side of the layout.

George: Well, there were 60 feet be-
lieve it or not, where the train would
disappear! Now it’s down to 20’ or so.

Joe: So it went from a scale mile of hid-
den trackage to about 20’?

George: Yes, a scale mile. That was
ridiculous!

Operations are coming

Joe: You mentioned getting started
with operation? I've seen some car
cards and way bills around the layout

FIGURE 12: The mainline used to exit Manchester under the massive I.M. Boren

building (where the boxcar is spotted). This track was realigned to make it vi

FIGURE 13: George has an artist’s eye for large, building-side filling signs.

sible.
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Layout Summary

Name: Franklin & South Manchester
Locale: New England

Era: 1929-1935

Scale: HO standard gauge

Layout style: Multi-peninsula, single
deck, continuous run, non-walkaround

Size: Roughly 25’ x 42’

Mainline length: 300’

Min. turnout: #8 mainline, #6 yards/
sidings

Min. radius: 32" mainline, 18” industrial

Max. grade: 1.5%

Turnout control: Tortoise and Hanks-
craft machines

Track elevation: 43” to 50”
Loco control: NCE DCC

Tallest building: 3’ (in Manchester -
see figure 4)

Most windows: |.M.Boren (2000+)

Scenery: plaster (old areas), foam
(new areas)

Benchwork: T-girder
Layout age: Started in 1985

Oldest area: Manchester
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FIGURE 15: Dovertown used to have
many inaccessible switchbacks serving
its industries. George tore up the build-
ings, re-routed hidden track to ‘pop out’
under the Dovertown station, and rebuilt
this area as part of his project to make
the F&SM more suitable for operation.

and time table - train order probably is
appropriate for your era?

George: Yeah. The F&SM ops crew is

setting all that up for me.

Joe: It sounds like you’ve got a knowl-
edgeable crew that will put the whole
operation plan together and you’re go-
ing to just enjoy being part of bringing it
all to life.

George: Yup, they know a lot more
about it than | do. They’re all excited
and will be coming up here in a couple

of weeks. We're looking forward to it.

Joe: That should be a great event!

Joe talks with Thom

Joe talks with Thom Driggers about op-
erations on the F&SM...

Joe: Thom, tell us a little about what’s
planned for this layout?

Thom: Well, George as you know, is a

master artist and the next evolution is
to, | think share the layout — get more
people over here to actually partici-
pate. The next step we’ve decided to
do is to try operation on this layout. It’s
a wonderful place to be and it comes

to life with DCC sound decoders in the
locos. We’ve been working hard the last
couple of years to get the layout to DCC
wireless, circuit breakers, different block
controls and also concentrate on being
able to bring it to life with independent
operators

Joe: What DCC manufacturer?

Thom: George likes North Coast Engi-

neering. He tried different ones in the
past but NCE seems to be comfortable
for him.

Joe: NCE wireless?

Thom: Yes, their new version. We have
10 throttles, 2 of them are tethered and
the other 8 are wireless.

Joe: What about the car cards | see
in some places? What are you using
there?

Thom: Well right now we’re actually ex-
perimenting with a couple of different
types. We're in the process of develop-
ing the wayhbills that will determine car
routing. We're still experimenting to see
how the operators will like it.

Joe: Are you using the popular 4-sided
waybills that you flip over in the car
cards?

Thom: I'm not sure exactly who de-
signed it or came up with the idea but
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eorge Sellios

has been mod-

eling since the
mid 1960’s. He’s world re-

nowned for his Fine Scale
Miniatures structure kits
and has been working on
his famous Franklin & South
Manchester layout since
1985. In between he’s been
married and raised a fam-
ily (his daughter Tara is an
expert photographer). With
his railroad nearly complete
he turned his thoughts to
operation.

George enjoying the F&SM inaugural op session with his
crew. From left to right: Hal Reynolds, Paul St.Martin,
Thom Driggers, George Sellios, Tony Koester, Richard

For a number of years the Jocelyn, Dick Ellwell, and Charlie Wallis.

F&SM was largely a static

display. Now, thanks to the efforts of
George, Thom Driggers, and some other
friends it’s being fine-tuned for operation.
This has required finessing brass steam en-
gines and rearranging trackage. In Novem-
ber 2009 Tony Koester, who worked with M

George on his ops plan, visited the F&SM for
the inaugural operation session.

George has a web site for his kit manufactur-
ing business - Fine Scale Miniatures.

Click below for a video clip of MRH’s interview with George Sellios at the F&SM.
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Tony Koester came over last year and
given us a little tutorial on how to pos-
sibly attack this problem and Richard Joc-
elyn has taken it upon himself to give us
some help too.

The card for each car will be kept with

its car on the layout. The waybills will

tell where that car is going next - freight
forwarding. The operators will carry the
cards for their trains while running them.

Joe: What about spotting cars, coupling
and uncoupling?

As you know, the layout got heav-
ily redesigned. George has taken out a
lot of the areas where you couldn’t phys-
ically reach cars spotted at the factories
[in Dovertown for example - figure 13].
Almost everything is where you can eas-
ily get to it. What seems to work best for
us at this moment is manual uncoupling
by reaching between cars and inserting
a [bamboo] skewer in the coupler jaws
and uncouple it that way.

George still has [uncoupling] magnets in
various sidings where they’re a more dif-
ficult reach.

Joe: Are you planning to use a dispatcher
to coordinate trains?

No we haven’t gotten to that as-
pect yet. We're just cutting our teeth on
operation, trying to figure if we can even
get this to work right because after all it’s
been pretty much a static model for the
last 20 years.

We're just going to see if everybody can
come in and get started and move from

point A to point B with a little bit of fun
scenery in between.

Future Plans

Joe: George, as someone who's still very
passionate about the hobby and really
enjoying working on your layout, what
plans do you have for the future of the
Franklin & South Manchester?

George: Well, I'd like to get in a signal
system installed and maybe some ani-
mations like crossing gates and things
like that. But the main thing again, I'd
like to get into operation. I've got a crew
together now, about 8 or 9 guys, they all
know what they’re doing.

Conclusion

Joe: You’ve been in the hobby over
40 years and turned it into a business.
How’s your passion level these days?

George: Oh, it’s bigger than ever, espe-
cially now with all the new technology
— the engines, the steam engines. | love
track work, that’s my new passion now.
| love constantly laying new track on my
layout — code 70 — and | still love doing
new scenes and all that. I’'m constantly
replacing sections of the layout and mak-
ing it better. People can’t understand
how | can destroy an area but | always
make it look better - a lot of guys agree
with me on that.

Joe: Well, you know the saying that a
layout’s never finished?

George: It isn’t if you love doing it! And
that’s been the case for me, | love work-
ing on this railroad. | never get sick of it.
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Let’s start with a quick course in build-

ings and roof construction.

There are 3 main building types:

M Industrial (Figure 1)

B Commercial (Figure 2)

B Residential (Figure 3, next page).
The roof styles can be:

W flat

M gable

M barrel (Figure 4, next page)

M shed

M hip

Roof coverings include (see glossary):

M shingles

M roll-down (Figure 5, next page)

B torch-down

M tar-and-gravel

W tile

M slate (Figure 6, next page)

B wood shake shingles (Fig. 7, page 4)
B metal (Figure 8 page 4)

Items located on the roofs of Residen-
tial buildings can be:

B Plumbing vent stacks (Fig. 9, page 4)
B Roof ventilators (Fig. 10, page 4)

B Exhaust vents for range hoods (Fig. 13)
B Gutters (Fig. 14)

Continued on Page 55...

Figure 1: Typical industrial buildings. Notice the large ventilators that let
out the heat from processes located inside the buildings.
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Figure 2: Typical commercial buildings. Each of these buildings exhibits a
different roof type like tile and roll-down roofing. The roof on the right is
a gable roof within a parapet wall on the end. From the ground, the roof
looks flat.
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Figure 4: This barrel type roof is not as commonly seen, and can be
something of a challenge to model. This building is next to Rook Yard of the
Wheeling and Lake Erie RR in Pittsburgh.
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Figure 5: Here’s a combination of different roof types from front to back: Figure 6: You won't find a slate roof used much in modern construction due
roll-down and tar-and-gravel. On the front building, notice the antenna on to cost. A slate roof will last 50 years or more — this brand-new slate roof
the roof access and the tile caps on the roof edge. A new cooling tower was installed to match the original house.

has been added to the second building’s roof. On the rear building, repairs

have been made to the roof.
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Figure 7: Wood shake roofing is not used much any more. This is a historic Figure 8: This house has a metal-stamped roof . Normally you will see the

house that was restored within the last few years. The new wood shake corrugated type or the standing-seam type. This style was made to look
roof was installed for historic reasons. like shingles, but being metal gives better fire protection than shingles.

Figure 9: Vent stacks are normally 3” or 4” in diameter and stand 6™ to 18” Figure 10: These are typical roof ventilators for a commercial flat roof.

above the roof, depending on the location of the structure. In the northern They let the heat escape from the attic. Notice the roof heights and types

climates with snow, the vent will stand higher. of roofing, and even the tree growing between buildings. Modeling these
details from photos will enhance the scenes on your model railroad.
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B Antennas B Chimneys

W Chimneys W Roof Scuppers (Fig. 16)
W Air conditioners (Fig. 13)

W Skylights (Fig. 14)

B Sanitary roof vents, Air conditioner units, Rooftop
furnaces (Fig. 17, next page)

ltems on Commercial roofs can be:

B Roof hatches (Fig. 15)

B Refrigeration units for walk-in freezer or refrigerators
(Fig. 18, next page)

Figure 11: Typical range hood vent
for a flat roof (vent sits on curb).

Figure 12: Copper roof gutters on
a residential house. These are new
ones — after some years they will
age to a nice green patina color.

Figure 13: This is an air-conditioning
unit sitting on a roof. The house
was built before air-conditioning
and was modified to receive the
A/C package unit.

Figure 15: Commercial buildings over 16’ high must have access to the roof. This is a roof access hatch.

Figure 14: Modern skylight. Notice

il e Figure 16: Roof scuppers. All flat roofs must have a way to get the water off the roof via roof drains or roof

scuppers. This roof scupper drains into a pipe that goes to the ground. Scuppers normally are made of galvanized
metal, aluminum or stainless steel (this one is stainless steel).
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B Grease exhaust fans, up-blast style B Multiple roof ventilators to ex-
or utility sets (Fig. 19) haust the heat or fumes out of the

B Makeup air for kitchen hoods (Fig. building.

20, next page) W Industrial roofs are normally large

W Bathroom exhaust fans (Fig. 21, gable end roofs.

next page) Next, let me show you step-by-step
M Skylights, old style and new style how to install roof details on a com-
(Fig. 22, next page) mercial roof.

B Green houses (Fig. 23, next page)

B Roof piping (electrical, mechanical,

etc.) Roof drains, primary and sec- Figure 17: These are typical roof-top air conditioning units or furnaces.
ondary, and roof scuppers (Fig. 24, Note the drains from the units going to the roof gutter. Also notice the vent
page 8) stacks for the sanitary system. The roof is tar-and-gravel having a turned-

m Water chillers and cooling towers up membrane with flashing attached to the wall.

(Fig. 25 and Fig. 26 page 8).
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